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JOINT STATEMENT
The 5" Heads of Asian Coast Guard Agencies Meeting
(Adopted, Bali, Indonesia, July 27", 2009)

The Heads of Asian Coast Guard Agencies of Bangladesh, Cambodia,
China, Hong Kong-China, India, Indonesia, Japan, Korea, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar,
Pakistan, the Philippines, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Thailand and Vietham met in Bali,
Indonesia, 27 July 2009, reaffirm commitment to enhance the Meeting as a
framework to explore further co-operative efforts with the aim to enhance maritime

safety, security and environmental protection in the Asian region;

RECOGNIZING the safety, security and environmental vulnerabilities of the
waters in the region, and the possibility that unlawful acts committed therein may

have a serious negative impact on the safety of navigation activities in the region;

NOTING with particular concern though in the decreasing trend on the
continuing incidents of unlawful acts and armed robbery against ships and seafarers

reported to have taken place in the region;

NOTING ALSO in keeping the shipping lanes of strategic importance and
significance safe and open to international maritime traffic and thereby ensuring the

uninterrupted flow of maritime traffic in the region;

ACKNOWLEDGING the rights and obligations of States under the
international law of the sea, including the provisions of UNCLOS 1982 and, in
particular, Articles thereof that call for co-operation among stakeholders on matters
relating to navigational and safety aids and the prevention, reduction and control of

pollution;

ACKNOWLEDGING ALSO the multiplicity of interests in the region and the
importance of balancing the interests between coastal States, while respecting their

sovereignty;



TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the Asia Maritime Security initiative 2004
(AMARSECTIVE2004) adopted at the Heads of Asian Coast Guard Meeting on 18
June 2004 in Tokyo, Japan and the Resolution of 2" Meeting Heads of Coast Guard
Agencies in Asia adopted on the 22™ March 2006 in Putrajaya, Malaysia, which have
laid a common ground for effective cooperation among the Asian coast guard

agencies,

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT ALSO the Joint Statement at the 3 Heads of
Asian Coast Guard Agencies Meeting adopted in Singapore on 25 October 2007,
which mandated the future working level meeting to discuss further the promotion to

study on capacity building;

COMMITTED to further continue the cooperative efforts among the Asian
Coast Guard agencies, which is prioritized in capacity building and sharing best
management practices in the framework of Coast Guard’s main activities and

responsibility to maintain navigational safety and security;

NOTING with appreciation the active participations of the Asian Coast Guard
agencies as well as their positive supports in various efforts to ensure maritime
safety, security and environmental protection in the Asian waters, reflected in the

country reports which had been presented in the Meeting;

NOTING ALSO the List of Capacity Building on human resources
development that was identified and compiled during the Working-Level Meeting
held in Tokyo, 2 — 3 June 2009 and the effort to further discuss, where appropriate,

on the concrete utilization of such agreed list;



DESIRING that the waters in the region remain safe and open to international
shipping at all times, as provided for under international law, in particular UNCLOS,
and where applicable, domestic law, and to build upon and enhance existing

cooperative arrangements and measures towards this end;

AGREED to continue the cooperative efforts among the Asian Coast Guard
agencies in the spirit of mutual regional interest and to support further the promotion
of enhancing capacity building and, where necessary, sharing best practices on the

appropriate and effective ways;

EXPRESS APPRECIATION to the Government of the Republic of Indonesia
for the excellent arrangements made for, the facilities and generous hospitality
provided during the Meeting; and to the Nippon Foundation and the Japan
Association for Maritime Safety for their strenuous efforts to prepare for this Meeting

and ensure its successful deliberation.
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